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Congratulations to Ashburton Railway and 
Preservation Society for reaching their 40

th
 

anniversary which was celebrated with a 
busy Labour weekend and also to the King-
ston Flyer who commenced operations 
again on Saturday 29

th
 October with a ma-

jor opening day (1033 passengers on five 
trains).  
 
It is pleasing to see these major milestones 
reached, many of our member groups are 
reaching maturity and even getting into old 
age! We should be proud of the accom-
plishments we have all made in preserving 
our heritage and long may it continue. 

 Grant Craig 

 
 

Paul Heighton advises that our ex-President, Paul Dillicar, is much the same but is doing a bit of reading and occasion-
ally potters around with the computer. He had a couple of turns a few weeks ago and ended up in Hospital but the Doc-
tors believe itôs the medication heôs on and are adjusting it. Still doing therapy but that runs out shortly, he looks better 
in himself but gets frustrated at his slow progress.  

PAUL DILLICAR  

Aboveð A64 and K88, Saturday  
22 October 2011 

Photo: - D.L.A. Turner 

First train for the day of the re-born Kingston 
Flyer departing Kingston, Saturday 29 October. 

Photo:-  Arthur De Maine 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCO VERY IN CENTRAL CHRISTCHURCH  
 
An exciting archaeological discovery has been made during the demolition of an earthquake-damaged building in cen-
tral Christchurch. Six brick furnaces or ovens, likely associated with the Scott Brothersô Atlas Engineering Works, have 
been unearthed in an area formerly associated with industry from the 1870s. 
 
During the demolition of the 1920s building at Dundas Street 
the removal of a concrete floor slab exposed a cellar containing 
two brick furnaces or ovens. Further excavations, under a New 
Zealand Historic Places Trust (NZHPT) archaeological author-
ity, revealed another four ovens, remains of flues and associ-
ated features, such as stamped bricks from three different 
brickmakers. One oven still contained fuel, believed to be coke, 
indicating that these were high-firing furnaces. 

NZHPT Heritage Adviser Dr Christine Whybrew says the dis-
covery is significant as a piece of Canterburyôs early industrial 
history. 

ñIt is possible the furnaces date from 1885 when the Atlas Engi-
neering Works were awarded the first contract to supply 10 lo-
comotives for the New Zealand government.  Discoveries such 
as this helps Cantabrians learn more about their past before it 
is removed or covered completely.ò 

NZHPT Archaeologist Frank van der Heijden says the discovery highlights the work of archaeologists recording the 
cityôs history following the devastating earthquakes.  Since 1 July the NZHPT has issued more than 230 archaeological 
authorities as part of the recovery work. 

ñIn this instance the owner Smiths City will be preserving the site ï but it will be filled and covered by a proposed car 
park as part of their new development.  The important aspect is that the site will remain in-situ, and that it has been re-
corded.ò 

Source: NZ Historic Places TrustðHeritage This Month; October 2011 

SEVEN INJURED IN MINIATURE TRAIN ACCIDENT   

(A reminder that small scale and low speed isnôt necessarily risk freeðEd) 

Seven people injured during the derailment of the miniature Keirunga Park Railway, near Havelock North, have been 
taken by ambulance to Hawkes Bay Hospital. 

Ambulance team manager Abi Payne said the injuries happened when three carriages of the miniature steam train were 
derailed shortly after midday. 

"Six people have been assessed with minor injuries and one with moderate injuries." 

Hastings Police said those injured were aged between 3 and 53 years old. 

The Keirunga Park Railway's website says there is "a 846 metre track operated by the Havelock North Live Steamers 
Club. The track winds its way around Keirunga Park in Havelock North tunnels, over viaducts and around scenic rock 
faces". 

Fire communications shift manager Mike Wanoa said initial reports indicated 25 people, some trapped against a fence, 
were involved in the accident. 

"But since we arrived all people have been accounted." 

The accident happened during a special Labour Weekend event billed as having "locos from all over the North Island". 

The cause of the accident, which was attended by ambulance, fire and police, will be investigated by the Labour De-
partment. 

Source: Fairfax Media;  22/10/2011  
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INTRODUCING OUR MEMBERS ð BUSH TRAMWAY CLUB   
 
(Article supplied by Bruce McLuckie) 
 
Hello from the Waikato 
 
The Bush Tramway Club Inc was established in 1965 and operates on a section the former Huntly to Glen Afton branch 
railway based at Pukemiro Junction. We are currently running on 3 kilometres of track with trains starting and finishing 
at our base at Pukemiro Junction 11 kilometres west of Huntly. Currently our membership stands at around 50. 
 
All trains are being operated on the first Sunday of 
the month from April to December and usually con-
sist of the 2 mid size Drewry diesels with 2 carriages 
in between. These 4 wheel diesels are ex MereMere 
power station. 
 
A little bit of history now 
The line from Huntly to Pukemiro Junction was 
opened in December 1915 to convey coal from the 
large coal field a Pukemiro which was at the end of 
the line until the line extended to Glen Afton in 1924. 
After the line was closed from Rotowaro to Glen 
Afton in 1971 it lay unused until 1974 when the BTC 
was successful in acquiring it for the Club. 
 
Over the following years members brought in and 
acquired a wide variety of industrial Locomotives, 
Bush Jiggers and Rolling Stock. The BTC has 6 
Steam engines with 4 being Bush Locos and 2 ex 
Coal Mine engines. Various small diesels are on site 
ranging from the little Planet shunter up to the 204hp 
Drewry shunter. Also other rail vehicles used on the 
bush trams in the North Island. 
 
Whatôs on the go now: 
Currently work is progressing on Peckett 1630 with a return to service in the 2012 season. New restoration projects are 
the 204hp Drewry, this loco was the first of the large diesel shunters to come to NZ the late 40ôs and worked for the 
Ohai Railway Board before gradually moving north to end up at the State coal mines at Rotowaro. Climax 1650 has 

been pulled out of the shed and is currently 
starting on the road to a full restoration. The 
bogies are now away being worked on and 
the boiler is being prepared in the workshop. 
This project on completion will give us 2 
working bush locos the other being the Price 
Cb. A passenger carriage is currently under 
restoration in the woodwork work shop. 
 
 Patronage unfortunately has been in steady 
decline over the last few years with visitor 
numbers at about 1600, plus charters.  
Hopefully the completion of the Peckett will 
see this trend reversed. 
 
 On open days our members will operate 
general passenger services as well as rides 
in the restored ñMamaku bush jiggerò, the 
Goodman Battery electric loco and see 
demonstration runs by the Price Cb.  
 
Over the years the line side has changed 
significantly with rejuvenating native bush 
taking over from the gorse that was so 
prevalent in years past. This makes for a 
very pleasant trip for visitors to the line.  

Mamaku Jigger operating at the Glenbrook Vintage Railway 
earlier this year. 

Drewry 204 hp shunter currently under restoration  


