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CONFERENCE IS COMING  
This years Conference will be held in Rotorua from Friday 1 June to Monday 4 June. 
 
Key points 

¶ Conference starts at 7.30 on the Friday night with the usual registration and social session. (No Friday field trip 

this year) Conference sessions start at 0845 on Saturday 

¶ Outside speakers include Chris Cairns, Wayne Butson (RMTU) and Nic Doncaster (SA Rail Regulator and Motor-

car Consortium) 

¶ Field trips include 

o SundayðCaterpillar Experience (http://www.caterpillarexperience.co.nz/) 

o MondayðRail Riders Mamaku (http://railcruising.com/) 

and Rotorua Ngongotaha Rail Trust (http://www.rotoruarail.co.nz/) 

¶ Mondays field trips are expected to conclude by 1400 hours, followed by a coach to the airport for those who 

need to catch planes.. 
 
Accommodation and Conference is at the Distinction Hotel, Rotorua (http://www.distinctionrotorua.co.nz/) 
 
The Conference web site is expected to open at the end of this month. You will be notified by email. 
 
Make your travel bookings early.  

 
 
The FRONZ Executive held our semi-annual meeting in Wellington over the weekend of 3/4 March. Saturdays weather 
was atrocious but all members eventually made it to Wellington. Despite the delays we fitted in visits to Mainline Steam, 
Steam Inc, Wellington Tramway, Rimutaka Incline Railway, Silverstream Railway and NZR&LS (Silverstream and Ava).  
 
Our many thanks to the hospitality 
extended to us by all. 
 
Pictured: FRONZ Executive with 
members of Rimutaka Incline 
Railway at their Maymorn site 
 
Left to rightðDavid Maciulaitis, 
Scott Osmond, Trevor Burling 
(Exec Officer), Ben Calcott 
(Rimutaka), Clark Simmonds, Pe-
ter McCallum, Nigel Hogg, Hugh 
McCracken (Rimutaka), Grant 
H jo r th  and Gran t  Cra ig 
(President). 
 
Photo: Glenn Fitzgerald 
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The Society was formed in 1968 to bring together all those interested in steam driven machinery of all types and in pre-
serving and exhibiting such machinery. A large Traction Engine Rally and Steam Exhibition was held at Templeton in 
1969 and shortly after it was decided to seek suitable land to form a ñhomeò for the society and to enable a permanent 
operating steam museum to be set up. At this time the North Canterbury Catchment Board (now Environment Canter-
bury) was opening up McLeans Island as a recreational area and the society was fortunate in obtaining the lease of the 
30 acres of land on Mc Leans Island Road which is immediately behind Christchurch Airport. 
 
We are not a railway preservation site but we do have 
a small 2 k circular railway that was originally designed 
to replicate a bush tramway.  The truth of the matter is 
that you cannot replicate a bush tramway in Canter-
bury without bush so our railway operates for children 
and interested adults using ex bush tramway locomo-
tives and two open carriages running on 53 lb rail. 
 
We have two steam locomotives, the Price V built in 
1943 and the last industrial steam locomotive ever built 
in New Zealand. This locomotive last operated for Ogil-
vies out of Gladstone near Greymouth. It came to us 
as a worn out derelict and was overhauled and re-
stored off site by some of our founder members in the 
late 1960ôs early 1970ôs. A further overhaul of the loco-
motive has recently been completed by the next gen-
eration of members. This overhaul necessitated some 
heavy boiler work; strip and rebuild of both bogies and 
a complete reassemble and repaint.  

The second locomotive is an ex Public 
works Fowler built in 1925 that worked on 
some of New Zealandôs early public works 
projects including the Waitaki dam and the 
Blenheim to Waipara portion of the north 
line.  The younger members are currently 
replacing 25 tubes in this locomotives 
boiler as part of the 10 year survey .The 
fleet also includes Ogilvies bush railcar 
and a Planet diesel ex Kaimai Tunnel con-
struction. Our small Drewy shunter is on 
loan to Main Line Steam until they get 
their Price shunter repaired. 
 
A large part of the societies activities is 
around the stationery steam engine mu-
seum where there are 35 stationery steam 
engines of various makes and types, all 
overhauled and in steam. Steam for these 
is reticulated from Ogilvies Washington 

log hauler boiler with a diesel boiler in reserve. Part 
of the steam exhibition hall includes a large social 
room and modern toilets which the society hires out 
for weddings and similar events. Overseas visitors 
have commented that the stationery steam engine 
museum is as good and better than some they 
have seen in other parts of the world. 
 
The Society is open for the public on the first Sun-
day of each month and weather allowing the steam 
railway will be operating as will the steam museum. 
The site has power and water reticulation and we 
welcome overnight campers who are willing to 
cover their power costs. There is a large part of the 
site that is used by traction engines for rallies and 
the society owns a Burrell traction engine that is 
housed on site with some members engines. 

INTRODUCING OUR MEMBERS ð CANTERBURY STEAM PRESERVATION SOCIETY 


